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ANNOUNCEMENT OF PILOT PROJECT  
“Solar For All California” 

Pilot Project for Low-income Residential solar Photovoltaic Systems 
 

The California Department of Community Services and Development (CSD) seeks public and 
private partners to join in at least two or three pilot projects in California to install photovoltaic solar 
(PV) systems on the rooftops of low-income homes, to offset household utility bills with the electricity 
generated by the systems. 
 

CSD receives federal funds to install weatherization and other energy efficiency measures in 
homes where the household income is below the federal eligibility guidelines. CSD has reserved $10 
million of its 2009 Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) block grant to launch Solar 
for All California. 
 

The objectives of Solar for All California include: 
 Optimally-sized PV systems totaling 1.5 MW or more:  Install 3-4kW systems on 500 

single-family homes, or equivalent systems for multi-family dwellings. 
 No loans, no liens and no out-of-pocket costs for the home owner.  The partnership fully 

subsidizes the installation, including warranty. 
 Energy Efficiency:  Further reduce the energy consumption of each home through LIHEAP 

weatherization program. 
 Green job development:  Train low-income workers to become licensed solar installers. 
 Results: CSD has the funds now, and will dedicate them to those projects that can benefit 

low-income families in 2009 
 

In each pilot project locale, CSD seeks a partnership led by a current LIHEAP local service 
provider that possesses the leadership, organizational and technical capacity and licensing to perform 
the client outreach and education, dwelling assessments, solar and electrical installations, and related 
contracting, supported by CSD’s LIHEAP funding.  The ideal partnership with that LIHEAP provider will 
also include any or all of the following available partners: 

 Utility: A municipal or investor-owned utility willing to dedicate its SB1 or other energy 
efficiency and renewable resources, at $3 per watt or more. 

 Vendor: A supplier of the panels, inverters and racks to provide bulk and/or wholesale rates, 
plus generous warranty, on all parts and materials. 

 Local Jurisdiction: To reduce or waive necessary permit fees. 
 Solar Job Development Program: Conservation corps, community college or other 

employment program to supply curriculum and apprenticeship for low-income trainees 
 Private funds offset: A financial partner or other funding source to underwrite some or all of 

the remaining costs. 
 Community Partners: CSD encourages partnerships where the LIHEAP provider serves as a 

lead and sub-grants to other LIHEAP- or CSBG-funded organizations.  
 

CSD looks forward to earnest discussions with LIHEAP local service providers to develop local 
partnerships interested in making Solar For All California a reality to bring the benefits of solar to low-
income Californians.  CSD is interested in moving quickly and will pursue those potential partnerships 
that can best implement and accomplish the objectives of Solar For All California by the end of 2009. 
 

 
Please see the “Solar For All California Call for Proposals” on the reverse of this document.  
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CALL FOR PROPOSALS 
“Solar For All California” 

Pilot Project for Low-income Residential Solar Photovoltaic Systems 
 
CSD seeks proposals from current LIHEAP providers to implement its Solar For All California pilot project 
to install photovoltaic solar (PV) systems on the rooftops of low-income homes. The objectives of the pilot 
project appears on the reverse of this document in the Solar for All California announcement. Proposals 
will be reviewed by an independent evaluation panel convened by CSD pursuant to state administrative 
rules for competitive bidding. Bidders are requested, but not required, to submit a Letter of Intent to Bid in 
advance of the release of the RFP.  
 
Proposal Timeline 

 

February 5, 2009 Call for Proposals released 
February 24, 2009 On-line “webinar,” an information workshop to review project requirements 

and answer potential bidders’ questions. See www.csd.ca.gov for call-in 
instructions. 

March 2, 2009 Letters of Intent to Bid Due  
April 1, 2009 RFP released 
April 15, 2009 Deadline for bidders to submit written questions to CSD 
April 23, 2009 CSD to post responses to written questions at www.csd.ca.gov 
June 1, 2009 Proposals Due 
September 30, 2009 Contracts in place.  Work begins. 

 
Letters of Intent to Bid 
 
 CSD requests potential bidders submit Letters of Intent to Bid.  The letters are optional and are 

intended to serve a dual purpose: 
1. To help CSD plan its resources for reviewing proposals; and 
2. To allow potential bidders to ask CSD questions regarding their proposed project’s eligibility 

for LIHEAP funding. 
a. If bidders are uncertain whether or not their proposed project is eligible for LIHEAP 

funding, and if bidders present sufficient information in their Letter of Intent to Bid, 
CSD will provide early determinations as to whether the proposed expenditures are 
allowable under the LIHEAP block grant rules. 

b. Proposed projects will not be reviewed for their merits.  
c. CSD will only address specific questions posed by bidders. 

• Letters of Intent are not required, however they are encouraged. CSD will accept letters of 
intent through March 2, 2009. 

• CSD will keep the content of all Letters of Intent to Bid confidential until after CSD has 
awarded the funds. 

 
For More Information 
For the most current information, please visit www.csd.ca.gov.  Go to “CSD Contractors’” and click on the 
link:  Innovative Projects-SOLAR:  Call for Proposals. 

 
Please see the “Solar For All California Announcement of Pilot Project” on the reverse of this document.   

 

http://www.csd.ca.gov/

